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HARD HAT HARD HAT

E
VEN by bleak post-war 
standards, the building on 
this corner of Osborn Street 
in Spitalfields could never 
have been described as a 

‘looker’. The unseemly red-brick block 
that squatted on this 25,000sq ft site 
had tiny, mean-windowed flats 
upstairs and take-away restaurants            
on the ground floor – a perfect example 
of 1960s brutalist architecture.

What a difference half a century 
makes. Spitalfields is now one of the 
hippest areas of the capital, with 
developers clamouring to build new 
and glamorous apartments.

And this building, near Brick Lane 
and Whitechapel High Street, is being 
reborn as the Osborn Apartments – a 
boutique development of 15 spacious, 
loft-style one, two, and three-bedroom 
homes, with floor-to-ceiling Crittall-
style windows, 8.6ft tall ceilings and 

SPITALFIELDS OF DREAMS...

industrial chic interiors. Work ends on 
the five-storey development in the 
last quarter of 2020. The luxurious 
glass-fronted penthouse, with views 
across the City, has already been sold 
for £1.9million.

Developers Goldenstone are working 
with the original concrete frame of 
the building – more of a challenge 
than ripping it down and starting 
again – to create a 21st-century 
apartment block supported by steel.

The ground floor will contain a 
restaurant and an upmarket gym 
while the façade has a new face with 
different coloured brick. This is a real 
Cinderella story. ‘The greatest 
challenge has been to work with the 
existing building, rather than build 
from scratch,’ says Alex Rogers, head 
of development for Goldenstone. 
‘There have been a few unwelcome 
surprises, like load-bearing columns 
embedded in walls. There’s also a 
conflict between a quirky original 
building that’s not as well built as you 
hoped and creating something fit for 
modern living that is compliant with 
21st-century building standards.

‘But using the original building has 

its advantages. You retain a sense of 
its original purpose and history and 
there’s less disruption to neighbours. 

‘Originally, we thought it would 
appeal to City workers and investors 
but we’ve had a lot of interest from 
Canadians, Italians and British buyers, 
from young professionals to middle-
aged downsizers.’

Inside, the apartments are high spec, 
with underfloor heating throughout, 
engineered oak floors in the living 
areas and plush carpets in the 
bedrooms. The German Krieder 
kitchens have composite stone 
worktops and full-height splashbacks.  
Bathrooms boast matt black 
brassware and porcelain tiles.

‘The existing building has structural 
columns running vertically 
throughout, along with bulkheads, 
many of which could not be moved, 
says Harshida Gadhiya, senior interior 
designer on the project.

‘What can seem like an obstacle 
from a design perspective, was later 
used as an advantage, providing a 
natural divide to the open-plan living.’

n Prices from £600,000,  
goldenstone.co.uk

Facelift: The developers worked with the original building (left). How the finished block will look

Open plan: Floor-to-ceiling, Crittall-style windows flood the room with light

 Outlook: Fabulous  
 views from the  

 master bedroom  
 across the City 
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